MR, JAMSE JOMNSUN SWEENEY'S INTRODUCTORY SPEECH AT THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION oF
ART CRITICES LECTURE OF AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE GIVEN BY MR, PHILIP

Colleaguss, Ladies and Jentlemen:

It gives me great plsasure this afternoon to introduce to you the co-architect

of the handsome Seagrem Building which you so much enjoyed visiting yesterday
morning (end whom some of you have already met): r, Philip Johnsom. Here, too, we
bave fr. Jacques Guiton parileipating fsscciste of Skidmors, Owings and Mereill,
the firm responsible for the gratification we had in our wisit to the Manufsot-
wrers Trust Company at L3rd Strest and Fifth Avenue; end Dr, William Hemry Jordy,
muuwmutn-uun'mmmm.mm
one of owr leading historisns and oritics of contesperary architscture.

In order not to trespass on the speakers' time I will say just & fow words
about such; Mr. Philip Johnson you kmew from his perhaps most asbitious work,
the Seapgram Building. TYou will slso hawe the privilege of sseing two other
creations of Wr, Johnson on Sunday maxt: his Boissonnes House and his own
residence, both in New Canssm, In additien to these many of you have already
seen the Museun of Modern Art Amnex and the Seulpture Cowrt of the Museun of
Hodern Art, snd tomorrow evening we will be honored with a recepticn in the
Upest House of the Museum of Modarn Art, which is also & work of Mr, Johneon.
But these are only a fow=he has built residences at points as far apart as Houston
and Kimneapolis and Ceambridge. Me has planned and begun the realisstion of the
Campus of the University of St. Thomas in Houston. He has in work at least two
mﬂthhﬂlmﬂunmmmuuim:
have oadtted sentioning.

In #r. Jagques Ouiton, a participating Asscciste of the internatiocnally knowa
rmusm,wum.nmmmm-mm-nmuun
of that srganisation who is at work now as Senior Designer for the new Chass
Hanhattan Bank in Wall Street. This is one of the most asple projects ever
undertaken in the United States towards the marrying of painting and seclpture



with architectures, And I trust that Mr, Ouiton will expand generously on
kis plans and those of his colleagues for that momumental undertaking as well
as peint out the problsms encountersd in the Lever House design, and the
happy collaberation and sympathetle patronage which made the Manufacturers
Trust Company possible.

Finally Professor Jordy, well knoun for his work on Heary Adams,
Scientific Historiam, will give ws an illustrated survey of contamporary
American architesture imte which he plans I balisve to draw the building of
Mr. Philip Johnson and the fira of Skidmore, Owings and Merrill with many
other works with which you are already familiar by reputation.

In order to keep our sttention close to the expositions of sash
sposker, I am going to suggest that at the close of sach exposé the disoussion
be thrown open to the andience. As thess exposde are for your benefit I hope
you will take fcll advantage of the opportunity without hesitation or reluot-
ance, Ouwr interpreter, Wr, "Piraud, will bs glad to translate the questions
from the floor to the speskars - and in turn the repliss of the speakers to
the interrogator,

How "lss jJeux sont feit®: let ue go.

Mr. Pdlip Johnson



¥, Johmeon, Mr. Guiton, Frofessor Jordy

Pormit me on behalf of the International Art Critics Asscciation to
express our deep appreciation, admiration and gratitude for your generssity
in joining us, addressing us and submitting to our questioning. OUne of the
principles raison d'etre for meetings such as this general assembly of ours
is the increase of knowledge and eympatiy for arts in lands other than our
own., And I know that all will agree on the invalusble contribution your
friendly and instructive talks today have made.

Apain, sll our deep thanks and gratituds.



