THE BAUHAUS-ARCEIVE
by Hans M. Wingler

The Bauhaus-zrchive waz founded in Daymstadt in May 1360; it
has been built up step by step since the summer of the same yesr,
ond it was opened officielly inm April 1961, So it is still ‘in the
early steges. At present, it has eight workrooms snd sxhibition
rooms, not counting the storchouses, The room cepoeity will be in-
creased when it is needed. I expect it to grow over fthe nezt few
yeara to the size of g mediumr museum, The Besuheus-srchive 1s an
institution based on private initistive, but to the greater part
finsnced with public funds.

The Bauhsus-zrchive is @ reserrch institute devoting itseld
to the task of documenting snd exsmining the history of the Bau-
haus, including its prehistery =11 the wey bock to the middle of
the 19th century =nd its influence up to the present. 0f course,
the method of historical analysis by which we proceed here, always
leads to the ouestion of the present value of the things snd phe-
nomens we examine : Whet do they mean to us today, what do we learn
in dezling with them that we could spply to our present situstion?
At this point, the Bauhsus-srchive becomes an ingtance of criticism
supplementing the "Institute for New Technicael Forms znd the
“Council for Porm =nd Design’, both of which are its close neigh-
bours in Darmstadt on the Mathildenhihe.

The field of interest of the Baunheus-srehive comprises archi-
tecture, hendicraft, industriszl design, srt paedsgogy, ond the free
and epplied arts including margins]l disciplines =5 long as there is
a historical or a spiriftusl connection with the ideas the Bauheus
stood Tor. As the neme iteelf indicstes, the srchive collects
records, if possible the originels, but in meny ceses, of course,
it will have to be content with ccopies gnd photos. Especislly
the library is built up vnder the lsrger sspect of the history end
the development. At present, it iz the neuralgic point of the
Bauhsus-archive, but it will scon be first -clsss. A puseunm depart-
ment will be attached to the srchive in the narrow sence cnd to the
library to illustrate the different atages of development since
1850 with the use of selected objects end of didactic graphs, At
first, the museum psrt will be limited to two rooms, the "Stcatli-
che Bauhaue in Weimar" znd the "Beuhaus Dessau". Special exhibi-
tions arranged for in our own rooms will make you acquainted with
gpecial topics such as lomps end textiles - and with the individusl
srtists. The Tirst specizl exhibition showed the paintings of the
typographist Herbert Bayer who studied at the Bauhaus s=nd lives
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today in the United 3tates, For the next few months, the pProgramme
provides for the paintings of Xanti Schawinsky (Wew York) and the archi-
tecture of Walter Gropius, etc. The exhibitions emphesize the idea of =
synthesis, a universzsl unity of art zlso in the political sence. :

In lectutes some of which are to be inecluded in s series of publica-
tions continuing the "Bauh-us books" of the twenties, prominent speskers
from all over the world will give their view, above sll, on problems of
the liberal srts. The cerdinsl cuestion asked repeatedly resds in & nuts-
hell : Can the retrospective orientation of Historism be overcome or has
it probably been overcome slresdy? Who knows the answer to it? Looking
at Loujs Sulliven's buildings in Chicsgo of 1890 one would have liked to
swear that s new creative era, free of gll the burdens of historical
knowledge, had begun, =nd yet the paroxyszm of imitations of style was
still waiting for us. Around 1900, there is an incressing number of symp-
tona for a dswiing new era, Especizlly in Paris, there are young peinters
and groups of painters who creste a2 revelutionary visusl form of expres-
sion, There are the different strongholds of the "Jugendstil" - Glasgow,
Brussels, Nancy, Vienna, Weimar, snd finally Darmstadt, too,where thanks
of the initiztive of the Grand Duke FErnst Iudwig =ond s group of avent-
gardit architects, sculptors, and paintcrs a skyline grew on the Mathil-
denhthe, s hill on the outskirts of the city, which materislized the
idea of the unity of the arts under the primacy of architecture zs it was
later postulated by the Bauhszua, Thus Dermetedt seemed to be gualified
in a 8pecial way as the location of the Bauhsus-archive, since Weimer and
Dessau, both situated outside the territory of the Fadersl Republic, are
ruled out.

Also none of the endeavours of the Bauhsus, neither the aesthetic ones
nor the peedsgogic or socisl ones, each one taken seﬁaratel:,r, gre unigue,
They are on the contrary typicel of their time, snd they are commected
with cther phenomens such as the Dutch "S+ijl", It is the synthesis of
idegs which mseked the Beuhsus to be something unigue and which gives it
guch splendour and svmbolic power. This synthesis hoe been achieved here
through the cooperation of architects snd srtits in spite of all indivi-
dual differences =znd contrasts,

It goes without saying that a scientific institute 1like the Bauhaus-
archive sponsors nelther personal nor national interests, but thet it
sees its only purpose in the finding of objective facts snd in the pro-
motion of & better mutusl understsnding.



