Berlin-Town FPlanning and Architecture

The city is origin, bearer and aim of culture. According to
the bearing context of socieby its countenance develops. Its
ground plan and its buildings are a self-representation and
gelf-realisation nf contexts appertaining to the history of
eivilisation. Burckhardt said i"Cikies - as long as they
deserve this honorable name and are not merely accumulations
of human beings, will always remain individuals with such
distinect features, that every single one of its inhabitants
will always be recognized by these features." Or reversed

The city is its citizens and their gims. It is carrying

their face.

The loss of culture goes hand in hand with the loss of in-
dividualéty which is the form giving power. With the breaking
through of the industrial age many cities suffered this fate.
The causes are well knpwn today. The efforts made tn change
this situation were of a technical arganizational nature,
they were mechanical but not organic. One tried to cover

the diseappearing power of form gnd the loss of structure

by means of historical imitations. The result could only

be a distorted picture. Im Berlin the population rate of
half g million in 1860 increased in the course of 50 years

8 times. The first decade nf our century brought a yearly
growth of 100,000 people. Towards the end of the twenties
the population of the city had reached 4.Fmillion.,

Up to 1910 at least the "stony Berlin" inside the

"Ringbahn" had a risen %o a thousand people, and in certain
areas up to 1,800 people living on the hectar net of buil-
ding area. The hygienic conditions were less than insuffi-
cilent, the appartments had neither light, nor air, nor sun.
The general discomfert of these conditions led to the

most bitter criticism and called for a generation of archi-
tects and artista who understood building again as a moral
task and not as an aessthetic problem.

From many varied starting points one progressed toward the same
same aim of a new way to find form.

llentioned are the 2"'Jugendstil" and the "Deutsche Werkbund"
whose slogans were as Hugon Hahring put his significant lec
ture from "neren bauen", "forward to the individusl form
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of the matter reauirsd, %u the practical form which ig am
effontive form aud a complete foiw T:e individual essence
of an ogject provides the theme.”
After the first Werld War it was alse unierstood in the or-
gamizational branch that the city needed space. In 1920
the neighboring towns were connected with the old part of
city and with this Berlin became what 1t 1s today. In this
far-reaching frame—work, 2 housing policy conseious of its
social nbligations came inbto being for the first time,a
housing policy which even today must be called PToETESS1ve.
The housing developments which come int: being were
Geagag in Zshlendorf by the architects Bruno Taut, Salvis-
berg and Haohring, the Siemens city by Scharcmn, Hahring
Forbat, Gropius, Bartning, and Henning, the Hufeisen Sled-
ling in Britz by Bruno Paul and Martin Wagner, the African
quartet by liies van der Rohe, the "white city" in leinicken-
dorf by Salvisberg and Buning and the housing development
Eichkamp by MaxTaut and others. Also in the heart of the
city both in thé cultural and industrinal sections the
Major architects such a Foelzig, llenlelsohn, the brothers
Taut, the brothers Luchardt, Bruno Paul, Fohrenkampm,
Salvisberg, Hans Hertlein, and many others were at worke.
Berlin was nbout to become a good  "residence'" as Brumo
Taut had required, However when Hitler took power all these
epdeavours came Lo an aprupt end. His aim was not good hou-
ging but rather self-glorlfication.
When the war was over 75 million cublc mebters of ruins co-—
vered the city. This is more than 1/7 of all the ruins in
Germany. 500,000 residences were destroyed as well as most
of industry, trade ard traffic. Since the rebuilding of
West Berlin began in1348, 200,000 new residences have been
built, of whieh practienlly all have been financed and sup-
ported as social housing projects by the Bundesrepublik and
the Unite? States., Because the guzlity had to be achieved
in n short time, cne was at first forced to accept the fact
that the guality could by noé means 3¢ compared - with the
gtandards of the Ltwenties. The many-f£-F¥2 technical problems
gtood in the foreground oversh-dowing other requirements,

Beginning with the pi=zmning of o houging exhibit in 1957
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one tried to lead the elite of the architects again Lo the
+ask of social housing projects. With this exhibition the
impulse was to have been given to further preductivity of
thig kind. Let me now draw your attention teo the traffic
pro Same o It is well known how quickly traffic as a life
providing source . inclines aos the same Time To
euffocate the city which it should serve. Here the cite<
words by Hehring gain vital importance :"Forward to the
individual form of the matter required to the practical
form which is an effective and complete form." One sffec-
tive artery — the city autobahn with its embracing tan-
gents should ease and provide the different traffic systems

(Main traffie, distributing and converging systems, re-
sidential streets, etc ..,). Whether this will succeed is
naturally not only a guestion of planning alone but prima-—
rily a question of the complex structure., It is time to
aay a few words about the conbtext, the make-up of the city.
We have spoken about traffic and obout 1iving, now remains
the questions, the purpose of housing ond the destination
of traffic. We agreed at the beginning that our culture,

a product of cities cannot be without them. Just in the
laat years the product of urban living emerged in many
places like mogic, supposed to change all sorrow in haoppi-
ness. FPolitieal scientists, phllosophers , sociologists
are at work. This is no doubt underlines the importance

of clty re-plamning - city building - as the decisive
base of our culture. To what purpose a city ? Barth sees
the city ns the only possibility for the complete develop—
ment of the personality, With +this it seems to me when
categorizing the context of the city of tomorrow and we
speak only of that, the task of education always ranks
first. Bducation and formation of the individual through
voluntary contact without much freedom has no duration.
Rarlin 15 mony cities in one, not only from gecographical,
nistorieal growbth : Berlin and C8llnstand next to Spanndan
and Reinickendorf, Lichtenberg next to Wedding, each is
different, but all one singular unity . But Berlin is many
cities from its many—-folde tasks : German capital, city of
three universities, city of banks and stages, largest
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industrial city of Germany and home of the most important
lMuseums, city nf old people homes, shewplace of world-wide
conflicts, place of the largest cosmopolitian freedom, sur-
rounded by a wall of barbed-wire, world City from which

one con easily reach Tekye and New York but not Fostdam or
Werder,

In 1957 there was a geeat city planning competition in
Berlin on the theme, Berlin, the capital nf Germany. It

was spensered by the Senate and the West German government,
The mnst intsresting contribubtion was the work af Scharoun,
The many attributes . nf Berlin, , when taken singularly
seem insignificant, but taken as a whole, the city is rich
werthwhile te be o part af, in order to add ta its charac-
terigtic expressipn.

& city is not stationary. It eoBnever be planned as a final
form. On the contrary city planning is an everlgsting pro-
cess because the city means 1life and is life. Planning re-
guires respect far this life.

"

M., W, Dittmann



