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TSCOURS DE M. SWETNEY A TA SEANCE D'INAUCURATION DE LA I32me ASSENBLEE GENEHALE
MUNLICH JUILLET IS6L

Your Excellency, Professor Mauz, Distinguished guests, Fellow members, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

It was a heartwarming sxperience last evening to come out of a gusty sky by plane
and to feel oneself in the embrsce of the smiling Bavarian country site.
We members of the International Asscoeiation of Ard critics have had several
notable walcomes to recall & for aXxample 1 remémber ocur arrival at the Golden
Horn for the Istambul meeting just at the moment when the sunset was throwing
ite mellowast light on that harbour, our arrival at Naples on the night of the
Fiesta de Pie de Grotta, the sky alive with fireworks from Capri to the
Forthen BMainland but the smiling welcome of the EBavarian country side last
evening had a warmth and a humanity that equals the charm of both these ear-
liest experiences btut which 1 am confident will remain g2 thouroughly Tixad
in my recolleetion for yearse to come a= they have in the past.
Too this sense of a smiling wsTm humanity secemed perhaps = token, a forsiamsts
of the general impression we would likely carry awaj: with us from Munich and
Bavaria on our departure. L had zone over carefully the pregram that Prefesser
CGrobmann had worked out for us. FProm my slight earlier aeguaintance with
Bavaria and Hococo, 1 had kept ailive recellection of ifts gaiety and charm
overlaying that exacting srder which gives the base to iWg richest exprescions,
and 1 have always remembered the warmth and hospitality of Bewvaria and
particularly of its people whom 1 had known as friends.
To day, we members of the Internatignal Association of Art critios, are on the
verge of a brief, intense and rewarding venture inte a world rich in those
expefiences which we all particularly prize. We have already had a foretaste
of the gtmosphere which will invest the next several days, in thd stimulating
addreza of Dr Mauz. Hiz words were at ohce rewarding and gratifying.
Gratifying in the fact that they made us feel so thourcughly ovur welcome to
iunichiand Bavaria. We are most appreelative to Dr Maue for all he has said to
us.
1 wish to thank also His Honer Dr Fogel, the mayor of Munich for his invitation
to ¥unieh and for all he has done for the issembly here. We are aware “that the
German Section has received every possible aid from the Bavariasn Government
and 1 would like to fake this occcasion likewise to express the Assembly's
gratitude to the Government of Eavariam for the conaideration that has made this
bssembly in Munieh poseible.
Likewiss our thanks go to Professor Grohmenn and deeply so, to Ir. Gert Schiff
and to all who dollaborated in the erganisation of this 13th General Assembly
of ATCA.
At the same time, I would like %o zays how deeply appreciative we are of the
presenca of Baron lMichel Dard chisf of the Diwvision of 4Arts and Letters of
Unesco who represents that organisation ameng us foday. The members of AICA know
how thouroughly M. Dard has always taken the intsrest of the Assceiatien te
heart and looked afeter us. Fach time he has joined at a meeting there has been
&  bappy and beneficial sequel for the Asseeiatiocn. Te put it mildly he has
only friends among the Art Critics.

i :



And neow for the future, two days of Asscociation's work and discussions and the
eest of our visit to be deveted to aenguire a fuller ascguaintance with YMunich,
Bavaria stheir arts and their people.

We lock forward tc Prof. Ehénberger's introductéry lecture this morhing on
Bavarign rococo. We anticipate eagerly a concert in the perfect rococo setting
of the Cuvillier theater as well as our visit to that gem of Bavarian roocooco,
the Church of Wies and the Abbey of Otftobeuran.

1 trust all these treasures of Bavarian receco and of the past will not too
completely distraet our minds from the rieh opportunity Prof Klaus Lankheit

ie going to afford us fo make a thereugh acguaintance with the work of

the painters of the Blaue Heiter in the eity of that groun's nativity : Munich.
Fellow members of ATCA, we are iruly fortunate in this oppertuniityiwhich ocur
eolleagues of the German Section and the Bavarian autorities have afforded us.

In conelusion 1 want fto take this'oppurtunity th thank them for =sll of us from the
bottom ef our hearts for their hespitallty.



