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4 paper to be Teal at lsi. Imtersatiomsl @éngTeda of ATt Critics oy
E;ﬁ--agum_,_ architest sal art &ritic from Souik Alrica. :
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Architescturs ia Bouth Africa falls imto tires completsly unTalated
groupe. Moet comgpicusus amd least imterasiimg is the contempoTrary woIk
Tsie regenbles gloeesly the mew growth sbout amy Eurgpeam towam with ths
disadvantags that, eimce guraiowams *u- new, it is mot =.m:_;ﬂ-liﬁt_j:n'1-h-
pirounference only but pemstrztes to the ceéntre. Om the Hiﬁll- it is
emimentiy usatiractive though the mumber of well desigmed buildimge is
growiang, These; though good, have motRiag of anmy partioular iaterssti to
offer, mo peculiar Bouth Africam charscteristic.

The sscond group is that of ths Cape Dutch houses. This really
delightful architectural developmeat is slready world famgus amd T mesd
sot eay more about it Rere than that, evem after two momths ia Paris, I
gtill fasl it fully deserves the praise which has Dees lavished upom 1%,

The fimal group sad the ome to whioh T have dsvoted this paper is
that of the buildimg of ths Bamtu pecple. I =m mot sure whetheT this cf
tschmically bs termed architecturs = it is peThaps 0 UuRcoRcigue -
byt that it is beautiful there cam be a0 deubt.

Tmagi e a coumtty very beautiful,but infertile, with rock crowmsd
rountains falling to roumdel foothills, rare scorTub-like tress amda
eparss coverimg of grass, all glittering umder s sepi-tropical eum; At
first it seamrs umimkabi ted but om closer ecrutimy Oms cam distianguish
amall clusters of hute om the crests or slopse of the foothills. OFf =
duaty browa colour they melt imto ths coumtry sids. Eagh ca- of thess
groups or kraale Tepresents a family umit - a mam Ris two or thres wives
his childfe ani Ris oAtils. The sotus] size of the kraal varies with th
wealth of the manm awd the comssquent mumber of wives he cam afiford.

The mporeach to ths krasl ie through am cpemimg im the Ting of Ruis
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i ‘dimensicns of = willege but im All types the oircular but is ths basic

‘Tm the cemtrs i3 the snclgsure, femced whtan stomes or loge of wood,
ﬁur,a the cattls, the family wealth, are herded at might. About it,
ril’iq from ths MeTd-caked, Tedish browa sarth sre the semi-spherical |
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ute of thatch amd the reed sScresens protectimg the satrances amd yards
6f the dwallimgag Each wifs has Rer CWR 2paTimesmts = @lesplrg hut, opem
yard and cftem subsilisry cockiag smd atorage huts. 'I!.'lptuua betwaon the
cattles smclosure sxd ths hute is the adaba where the gameral Hg:;ijg ead
discussigm relatimg to the whole group take place.

The mut form ie a simfle half ephers with only one low n,nn:l.q as
a docr. Thers are mo windows. Ventilatica tikee pluce sheily tlmu..l ths 1
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thatch. The comstructiom 1s perfectiom im terms of the peterial m:ilurd 2

A circle of sapplimge is plamted amd besmt imio & semiSspherical frame- ﬁ:
work. A luyer of pre-itusly preparsd grees mate is laid cver this s2 a '#
baas for the thim laysr of thatek, Fiaslly a sobwebb-llke metwork of :

gTass cords termimatiag At ths crgwm im n handescme top~not keeps the
thatch in place.

Ingide the Ruts are dark, They are used omly for glesping and for - 1
protsotion agaimet imclement wafther., The mudplastered floor is fres of
farei turs, Bals censigl ef grass wate, wimilar o thoes ussd for the
roof, whick ars reilsd up during the day. Articles ars stored humg to ;
ths framswork or slipped lmtc tha thatch, Thers ars Ro Imtersal pariiticm - .
but by traditica the But is Somed,omns side tc ths mam tha o ther to ths
womsa, the back is dedicatsd to the mwossiors amd, in tie centrejis the |
Resarth for thks cooczsliomal firs,

The dwellings T Wave desoribed are thoss of the Hwasl; & tribe
closely akim to ths Zuly, but im esssmce they srs similar to thope of
other Bamtu peoplss im the Umioms The group of auts is oftesm more complsk

sxtending im size;, im some ca@es; far beyord the family to the .
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uamit. The cometruciics variss. Ia Some distrigts more permament build.
=ii;.-mtufials-, such =@ Ul and stomsj ars used fl-:lr nut amd yard walleé.
Theds Wuts have roumisd or comiasl theiched roofe oftem wiitl wide
eaves shsdimg the wall below. Whether of mud, stome or wattls and daub =
- that ia a reiaforcepeat of wattle bramchess costed both slidea with
mad = the walls are slwiys covsrsiwith =ui plaster carefully smoothed
anl often decorated wifh geomeiriosl dssigne. Sometimse thess srs im -

colourei sarthse - ysllows and whltss and terrn coiiss, or edmsiimes
they ars fimger paimtiage dome im the mud plaster before ii hRea dried.
Trrefular pattersns of gemi-cirgular fas shapes, diszonds and various

types of =ig-gage covar the walls.
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T fiml this type of comstruction mors mmmtixt atiractive tham
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“the compleiely thatched huts; because, I suppose, it ie moTe akia 10 _
cur own of bricks am! mortar. I remember a psrticulariy delightful ¥
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group of Ruta im the Northern Tramsva-l. Tt was at the oot of cme of e
BRCIMSUE :
the slways surprisimg Rsaps of foculdsrs which stamd cut of the flat 4

plain in this part of the coumtry. Closely packed with comical thatchel
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rocfe wers limked in am imtriguing umity by low ecresm walle of reddieh
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| sarth. Here amd ithers n dark grssa biotch of sorub bush, retaimed to - .
E' give smade in ome oI tRe yards, stood cut im comtrast. Im tas cemtire, |
E.- a climax in besuty, the chisf hut domimatel the mdaba arez., Raised cma |
; : low bige of compressed sarthk it was circled by a peristylbe of timber "
B polea supporting ths vaat cons of thatosn. This, psrfectily propotiimmed r

eloped 1o saves well bilow eye level., mmd cast = rich, iaviil g shade
on the red mud walls of the hut proper bemes th, /4
&
Today there are vary few Bastu dwellimge completfely free from
Furgpean {afluemcs. Gradually the circular hut is bei y superceded by
rectangular bulldimge. Windows have appearsd, fitted a¢ & rule with

wooden shutters rather tham [la=e, amd doors ares of a Teasosable Reight -
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