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10th June

INAUGURAL MEETTHG

Progadi Sall — Doges Palace

(Public meeting)

Pregident Paul FIEFEIS opened the meeting and said that the Art eritics from the 0ld and

the New world hed readily answered the call of their International Assnclation and the
irvitation generously sdressed to them by Biennial of Venice.

Venice was a place of confrontations and conjunction of intellectual exchangea whan
wea prefigured that spirits Society, the bases of which the critics endeavoured o conso-
lidate, while respecting both creative and eritical freedomn.

The members of the Association were meeting here to promote a pacific work, the
edification of 2 moral world in which constraints were pbolished, restrictions were eli-
minated, while regulations and separations became suppler, a world where each man and
sach nation might hreathe better and give up hizs egolsma. They kmew that this ideal work
responded to the wishes of the institutions which had been the first to grant their coope-
ration and their support.

Their gratitude towards the Biernial of Venice would express itself more ccupletely
when they would have been able to multiply their wisits to the 25th international exposi-
tion whieh stirred up their eager curiosity ard reserved to them more than a revelaticn.
It was necessary also to mention UNESCO, which, had twice before, cpened its House and
kad, in many ways, supported and favoured the activity of the ATt eritice.

M. Carlo IZZ0 welcomed the Assexbly on behalf of the Mayor, ihe Municipality and the

town of Venice and hoped that the work of this Asseably would stard as an example to those
who had in their hands the peace of the world and the civil pregress, resulis of tha
soncordant endeavour of all the nstions.

M. Licnello VENTURI, President of the Italian Section, welcoma the members of the ATCA
who came to the Ceneral Assembly, on behalf of the Italian Section. During the Congress
of 194%, it had been proposed that a small Art expositicn should be erganized whenorer a

Congress would take place. This year, instead of this small expoaition, the Biermial was
offered to the partakers.

For life and art, Venice represented a lessom from the past. This lsason had to be
understood, but it did not mean that it should be considered as a model to imitate.
Experience of the time in which modern art is erected had to be added to the art works of
tho past. The Art Critics purpose was to make ihe past present, but to modern art itself
belonged to asingle cut in the past, what was alive from what was desd.
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M. Movenni PONTI President of the Bienmial welcomed the Assembly on behalf tof the
Yenitian Commitiee of orgenizetion and recepticon. Criticism was an elemont inseparablea

from the function of the Blennisl which expressed in itself the character of justice
peaulier to criticam.

M, FONTI congratulated the Assembly for the character mot only theoreticael, but
also practical and construptive of its studies, and whished that the present meeting

might lead to a desper understanding botween nations different in lanpuage and in esthe-
tioel theories.




11th Juna

QOAMTTTES MEETTRG

Secretariat of the Blennial, Ca'Giustinian

e —

(5tudy Meeting)

Fresident Paul FIERENS opened the meeting and annonced that the Committes had to sottle
private gquestions,

Firat, Miss P. FUCARRLI.T, seoretary of the Italisn Section was elected as general Reporter.

Mno OITLE-TETAFON, General Secretary recallsd that five nationsl sections were being cons-
tituded in Australia, Austris, Luxembourg, Turkey and Urugusy. The sdmission of the Austrim
Section, the President of which Otto BENESCH was present, and of the Luxemburger Section,
represented by J.E. MIIIER, was sccepted,

The Preaident proposed to put off till the next congress, the vote concerning the three
others secticns sdmission, none of their members having been present,

Eme CITIE-TETAFWCN reported that natiomal sections would be formed too in Argentine and in
Lebanion.

The Preaident asked than that the Committee should proceed to the appointment of the sgix
new members of the Committee who were to be elocted.

The motions made by the represantatives of the nationsl sections, proposed to the
vote ten names chosen without distinetion among all the Sections : Carlo ARGAN (Italy),
Marines CALLIGAS (CGreece), Bernard (HAMPIMMEULE (France), A. CLUTTON-EROCK (U.K.), Alfred
FRARFFURTER (U.S.), Maximilien CAUTHIER (France), Waldemar GEDRGE (France), J. de GRUYTER
(Metherlands), Robin IRONSIDE (U.X.), Antonic SPITERIS (Greece).

The President whished that the vote should be proceadasl to from an intsrmatiomal standpoint,
with a view to restore balance aa certains sections had only a few representatives in the
first committes.

M, Baymend COGNIAT, President of the French Secticn recalled that he hsd proposed once

before that the French delegation, wich was very important, should be less favoured this
time.

Az the members of the Committes had to be elected by the General Assesmbly, the vote
was put of f to the meeting of the 13th of June,.

I't was then proceniad to th2 designation of the now members proposed by each of the
Fational Sections (aee new list cf the AICA membe-s), after which, President Paul FIERENS
asked if the namea of some of the now members coud not be menticnned on the list of the
new membera of the Committes to he elected, After deliberation, the following names were
added : Leon DEZAND (Belgium), Joan LEVMARTE (France), Gluseppe MARCHIORI (Italy), Mario
SALMI (Italy), David SYLVESTER (U.K.), R. WITTEOV.® (U.K.). /
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I2th Juna

PLENLET KERTING

Ridotto Thester, Calle Vallareeso

{Public Meoting)

President Faul FIFHERS opened the meoting and thanked the Eignnial for the welcome
Toserved to the membera of the AICK who como to ngturd ‘the General kssambly.

e OILLE-IFLAFON read the moral report about the work of the Asseobly durinz the pre-
vious yoar (text spart).

The President expressed his gratitude to Meo CSTLIE-TEIAFON for her activity and said
that the Frosident's task had been very slight for he had been backed by the perfect
nzning of the Bureau, H#e told the Assenbly thet the Committes had decided to give ihe
megbare the following advantagos i

1t— the International professional mard

29= the posaibility to buy foraipm art books at ithe same price as in the country
of origin,

%= important veductions on. the publications " s

Fermission to gpeak was then given to the Presidents of the Rational Sections who had
to present o report on the activity of ther ssction during the year,

M, James J. SEERNEY Preeident of the Amecican Sectlon.

Tee activity of tho American Secticn had boen concentreied on two chiaf peints : 1o
collect the decumentation for the members of the other nationsl sections and to lock
for the most efficient ways to apportion it. Thirty-four New-York art Galleries had
slresiy promized to give their catalogues, Seversl Miseums would increase the working
off of their cetalogues for the ATOL.

The American Section proposed that o kind of Intarnationsl Office should be
entablished in Paris for the diffosion of Art bibliography. The Sectlen has deslt
with the gquestion of art picturea. Ae thi memberse of the American Section thought
that the AICA might be a powerful strength which would officiently deferd cartain
common standpoints, they proposed the following motion @

17— the artist had & right to the frecdom of creation of exposition &nd of
publicotion of hiz worless

29~ free men had & right to bave different cpinions about tsste and this right
irmodved & mutoal tolerancos;

%= evary action which tended to bc.-un:'l the frecdom of tha artist and of his
expositions for aome Taasana weselated to art wes deplored. f



M. Charles BERNAHD President of the Belgisn Sectiocn explained -in his repert how the
YRalgian Art Critics Association", which succeeded to the "Union of the Belgisn Artis-
tic Presse™ had constituted itself. He reported that the Belginn Section had steadily
supplied the office of intermaticnal and aryistic dooumentation of the ATCA, Tt had
been possible to send 2,500 catalogues thanks to the assistance extended by the secre-
teriat of artistic propagands by certain pubtlishers and a fow art grlleries.

M. Bric NEWTON , President of the Pritish Section, stated that the Eritish Section
with its 22 members was now firmly conmtituted. Caotelogues had been dealt ocut and
publications "Art News and Review" sent to all members of the Association. T1 would
be necessary to apecify which should be the essential conditiona reguired teo ko admit-
tod sz o membar of the ATCL, the expression "Art critic" baing rathor wague, In
Englard tha level of art critic was kigh bub there was a dispropertion beiwsen criti-
oci=m and public interest.

M. Baymond COGNIAT, President of the French Soction, wished to remind the Assexbly of
the loas umderwent by the French Secticn in the person of Louis CHERONIET, dead last
month sfter a prolonged disease. As to the very activity of the section, it was
mired up with the Conmeral Secretary's.

The Pregident associated with M. COGNIAT's words for the memory of Louwis CHERONEET.
As a sign of mourning, the Assembly obacrved one minute of silenca,

Jumes WHITE (Irelard) adressed the meeting in M. Thomas Mo, OHEE!'s place, President
of the Irish Section, who was absent. He explained how the Section crganization was
teldng shape,

M, Lionsllo VENTUHI, President of the Ttalian Section, teld that the Ttalian Section
activity had boon restrained. Howover, dispaiches of cataleogues had been steadily
asiressed to the General Secrefariat.

Rodolfo PALLUCCHINI (Italy), Ganeral Secretary of the Rlemnial offoral the catalogus
of the Biennial to the mombors of the AICER ard placed its record offices at theix
disposal. Italian art critics hoving oocws in quite a large mamber to tho Oonoral
Assemhly, they could not be all admitted as mombora of the ATCA but he invited all
those who dealt with art to sfbere to it as associatos.

M. Jorge J. CEESPO de la SEHRL, Presidont of the Mexlcam Seotion.

The Mexican Section had established ecnstent relatiors with the cultural artistic
Inatitutes, just as with the Universities. Applicaticna had been made to the KHinip
try of Public Instruction to obtain a lighteming for the importation of worim of art,
The 15 % tax would be suppressed. Exhibiticns of young painters has been promoted.
Whenover an artistic manifestaticn would be organised, the mesbors of the Section
would now be imrited by the Qoverrment to form a part of the juryr.

The Eexican Section wished that the 1953 AICA Congross should be beld inEexico.

Mne GILLE-TELAFON recalled that the tomm of Tanger bad likewlse proposed to receive
the Congrese without settling the date.
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M, Walter XFRN, Ocneral Treasurer, in M. Pierre OUURTHION's placs, Presidemt of the
Swits Section, who wes sbsent, accounted for the formaticn of the Swits Secticn. The
eollection of the expositions catalogues had just bean crganized in Ssitzerland.

M. Lionello VENTIRI adressed the meeting again to exit .2 few suggestdons. He wished
that ralations batwoeen Art History =nd Art Oritic should be studied in the pext Congracs
g0 a3 the crganization of temporary exhibitions in Miseims. Temporary exhibitions mniy
woro opt to £111 up gaps existing betwsen Musoums. UNESOD ksl alresdy promoted these
exhibitionz, buot it should be necessary that thias habit might gat intersatienal sard
allow exchanged, =

The President reckoned thot suggestion quite important; ene should bave to atudy it
whit the cooperation of the Museumn.

M. Louls FIERARD (Belgium) rallied to this propesal. On the other hand, the miitipii-
ity of expositicna incited the art ¢ritics to reserve themselves a right to maka a
choice among the various mandfestations and to decide which were to be mentiomncl.

M. Jacnues TASSLTONE (France) deemed that temporssy exhibitions in Museuss wore neces-
gary to ahow sll what Moseums preserved in their reserves,

M. Jean BOURET {France) interfered to propose anothar subject to:otudy. Elitors
publizhing a contemporary work of art ran counter a Scoisty clalming probibitive
rights of Taprodoction. Considering that situation dn Franes, @i a noxt fuiure, no
publisher could amy lownger pablish any other books than those desling with ancient end.

M. Faymond MEIAT proposed to solve the probiem in a genezsl way. He ached M. Berto
LARTERA that it should ‘'be et forth on the interratiomal ground by the (EESCOD.

M. Porto LARDORA (Bepresentative of [HESCOD) recallsd that there was at the USESCO an
office desling with royalties which hed made imvestipgations about this matter -
tnrovghout the world.

M. Paul FI?»EEHEE&Mﬂ.m that another question to be studied andwhiich had elrasdy teon
proposed Dy Jean CASSOU (France) was ihat of the eritics' zoyaliiea. One should teo
consider the possibility of o foleration with the irt histerians,

The potion proposed by M. James L SWERNEY was voted by acolemaiicn at the end
of the moeting.
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13th Juna
MEMBERS'" RMEETIHG

Hidotto Theater, Calle Vallareaso

President Paul FIERENS gave M. Walter KIHN (Switzerland) permissicn to speak about
tha financial raport.

M. Walter KERY (Ceneral Pressurer). Difficulties of monay transfers compelled the
Presidents of the National Sections to collect the clubbings in their country, Presi-
denits remained responsible for the funds,

The cards of the members of the AICA would be given to the mombers against the
payment of the clubbing (The statement of the adhesion dues and of the elubbirg had
been published apart).

The President thanked M. KEAN and specified that the amount of the members' olubbings
gould resain, in each gountry, at the disposal of the Qeneral Treasurer, btut that the
amount of adhesions should be deposited at the General Secrotariat skich underont
BAOTIMOUS expenses,. To consarve the ldea of the Statutes was meant also the follo-
wing point : the adherents' clubbings belonged to the nationsl section.

Prasident FIERENS set forth then a model of the ATCA member card and read the text
which would ba printed on the ecard in five lsnguages.

It was they proceeded to the election of the six new members of the Coomittoe
aocording to the 1i=t previously estahlished,

Tera elacted i
Alfred FRARKFURTER (U.S.A.) 22 wvotes, Léon DEGAND (Belgiux) 20 wvotes, Jos de ORUYTER

(Netherlands) 17 votes, Ciulic Carlo ARGAN (Italy) 14 votes, B, WITTEOVER (U.K.) 14
voties, Jean LEYMARIR (France) 11 wvotea,

Tha President hoped that the ATOAL, which bad been once before referred to about a

international prize, might be admitted to the consultative statutes. He gave then
permizsion to speak to the delegate of the UNESD.

M. Bertc LAHDERA, representative of the UNESQ0D, expressed his pleasure to attend the
ALCL Cenaral Assexbly which had shewn as early as its 2nd Congross, that it waa sn
international organizaticn quite alive., He transmitted the tart of & contract of the
URESDD proposing to charge the AICA with three intemational investigetions. As to
the AICK adnission to benefit by the consultative statutea he begged Preaident FIERENS
to send his request to the THESDD Tor it %o consult the State-moesbers. II.I’
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Ha wished taht the project of forming a single office between the AICA and
the Art Historians should be carried out, for it would save a dispersion of forces and
botk sssccistions might cooperate for certain works.

The Pregident expressedhis satisfaction about the proposed contract. He announced
then that the next congress would be beld in Netherlands and geve permission to speak
to M, Gérard KNUTTEL, President of the Dutch Section.

4. Giérard ¥NUTTEL, Presidemt of the Dutch Section, reported that the Board of Educaticn
had promised a subwention to the Congress. The Museum of Assterdam put its halls at

the disposal of the congress. La Haye wished to receive ibe congroesas too. The Dutch
Featival would take place at the same time and art expositions would be organized at
this occasion. The congress was intended to give the foreigners a better knowledge of
modern Dutch Art,

The President thanked ard proposed that the date of the congress should ba settled on
tho first fortnight of July. He sst forth a sketch of the questions studied during
this 3rd ATCA Congress : relpticns betwean art history and art criticism, Psychology of
art, temporary exhibitions in Museums, Rights of reproduction of the works of art,

M. David SYINESTER (U.K.) suggested that the question of customs regarding the works of
art should ba stodied.

M. Lionello VENTURT rroposed a method of workdng. The office would appeint a reporter
for each topic atudied. The reporter should send to the office a summing up of his
raport in dus time =o that this suoming up might be dealt cut 1o the Congressisis and
that they might prepare their answar,

The Fresident errded the meeting and closed the General Assembly by erpressing his
thanks to Ttaly, the towm of Venice and the Biemmial for the recepiion reserved to the
membars and also to the Secretarist of the Rienmisl for its suppert during tha works
of the Congress.

{The general report, the moral report and the financisl report were pulled off apart).



