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L, ART CRITICISM AND PHTLGSUESE, -

Philosophy replles tTo the gquestiom; what 1s art? The role of
eriticiem is5 to find the relatiun between the individual work BT EXr and
the philosophlical definiticn of art, snd so deduce whether the work is to
be accepied or rejected from the domalid of arty whether 1t 1s poetry or
polemiecs, scientifie theory or propaganda or soclal amusement, etlc,

It is pot posgible 10 do this at first silght, without complex EEE.
research. There 1s no fixed rule that one can apply. Lriticisa 1s wot &
practical actlivlity,it peeds to create iisell the Tact upon which 1t bases
Judgement. Lo cother days 11 was emough to say that a plceture was a good
imitation of nature, or that 1t wes beautiful, or that 1t was clusaicnlllﬁ
order to pass favourable judgement. Today we kmow that art is an ideal .
creation and not an imitation of nature, that the artistlic idea has réplaced
the idea of the beautiful, and that. God gave creative imaginatisn not only
to one epoch or one natiom, but that He sentsits rays wherever and whenever
& genius 1z borns

A crite's research is first of ajl historical. BHe reconstructs x-
the processus of the creatlion of the work, he mnakes a historical snalysls m
of all the component elements of the work, he dafines the phg:inallhigphnlugip
moral or religious, -intellectusl oF thssretical characier of the work, He
noticed that these elements have generslly bGeen found by the artist in the
common legacy of the civilisstion to wmhich he belongs. Uften, kowever, some
of these elements zare Invented by the-artist himself, In that case they are th
the ariist's eontribution to ihe developement of his civilisstion. but none
of -this constitutes the artistic gquality of the work, li; after sx_ming all
these elements, the critlc finds potilug else, N0 loaglnailve resldue, Loen
the work belongs to culture anc not Lo arts It ds only when somethnlng remEglng
that canuot be explained that one finds art, 1t is the moment of inspiration,
imsginaiion, intultion = call 1t what you will, It is the imeffable, since
it is expressed-once and for all in the work itself., 1t can be judged , but
it cannot be repested. It is this Judgemeni which 1s philosophlcal; 1t recon-
ciles an individual work oi art wlth the universal idea of art, it l1ls the
digcovery of o truth which goes beyond all historical limitaetion, since it

belonge to humanity in general,

—

Judgement reveals the univers gpact of the individual: that which is essen-
tially philosophical gnd which @nsbles us to conglder art criticlse gs &
branch of philosophy. .

ind a8 the whole of irt can exist in o single work of art; critical



