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At the opening session of the Azsemblée Generale of AICA

at Wadham College, Oxford, at & p.m. on Sunday, Frd July, -
1955, ¥r Bric Fewton, President of the British Sesction of
AICA, spoke a8 follows:

Mopsisur le Pre%ident Pagl Pierens, Viee-Chanceller,
fellow members of AICA,

This afterncon I heve two pleasant duties to perform.

The first is to welecme you, on behalf of the British
Section, to England: the Becond, to introduce to you the
Vice-Chancellor of the Umiversity of Oxford who has done
ug the honour to be present at the copening of our Asseablée
Gznéfale, and to ask him to welcome us all to the University
of Oxford which, by his permisseion, is to be our home for
the first three days of this week.

Bince, during the course of our discussioms during the
coming week, we shall have every opportunity of becoaing
tired of the sound of each others' voices, I will be as
brief as poseible.

It iz now nearly two years since we proposed, at the
Dublin Congresg, that the Asseamblée of 1955 should be held

in England, and nefarly a year since you acecepted, at Istanbul,
our formal invitation to meet this year in Oxford and Tondom,

The 3rd of July, a date once so distant in our imaginations,
has now arrived and it is my pleasant duty to offer to you
all a very wara welcome on behalfl of the British Sectiom, %o
our country. During the past twelve months we have been

Mflanning s programge which we hope you will find =ntertaining

and which will underline whatever, in theses islends, is both
artistically interesting and typically Eritish.

Throughout the year of our preparations we have been
constantly encouraged and adviged by Medome GilM-Delafomn
who, 28 we gll know, combines the charm snd persuasiveness
of & woman with the energy and the ruthless determination
of & man.

Cn your programmes, you will discover the'detail of
sach day's discussions, entsrteinments and expeditions, I
need add nothing to what you will read there, I can only
hope that you will Tind the coming week both useful and
enjoyable, I need hardly sesure you of the anxiety of the
British Section to serve youa, our guests, to the best of
pur abilities. I can only =sdd the hope that that unpredict=
able and capricious creature, the British cliamate will Eelp
rather than hinder our efforts.

Baffore I ask the Vice-Chancellor to sgddrees Fou, My
T make one or two observations to him in explanstion of
L& Assemblée,
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The famous University of Ogford, during the msny cen-
turiss of its hiﬂtury, has welcomed, entertained, eduocatsd
and Sent out again into the world, neny thousands of dis-
tinguished men. But it is Fnsslble that it has never before
sheltered a confraternity of art critics. And it may well De
that from this Assemblés, hoth we, the art eritics, and vou,
Giry who reprezent one of the most femous Tniversitie= in
the world, may bepefit from contaset with each other.

Mozt of our guests will have moticed that the English
lanﬁiﬂga hag a Etrange genius for ¢¢in;n5 whet are known
nouns of assembly”. Thue, we speak of a flock of birds,
a ﬂhui!?af fighes, a herd of cattle, a pride jone. Bub
to the best of my knowledge, no noun of acsembly exists for

& 'body of art criticas.

¥r Vice-Chancellor, in thanking you for honouring us
with your presence among us this aftermcoon, I invite you to
address a jargon of art eritics. I assure you that we are
all deeply comscious of the honour of being the gueste of
the University over which you preside,

The Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University, Br W.H.Smith,
Warden of New College, welcomed the President, M. Poul
Fierens and the meabers of AICA present at the Aszembles
Generals, He said that the University of Oxford was, by a
long tradition, in the habit of providing a temporary home
and & #afuge from the distractions of civilization to &ll
kinds of specialist bPodies. At that very moment s conference
of Musicologists was being held in Oxford and only a few
daye ago he had sddressed a Congress of Low Temperature
Physicista.

He thought Mr Newton had been less than polite in
deseribity the Acsenbly =8 & jergon of art eritlcs and he
suggested that a more flattering noun of assesbly would
be a catolopue of critics.

He hoped that the members of AICA would have a successful
and a profitable Assemblfe and that while they were in
Oxford they would benefit from the semi-monastic life of
an Oxford College and from the erchitectursl beauties of
the Universitylitself.



