CRAMURI CATION from Tlerre Jeamnnarat

to bo resd on his behalf by Devid Cleghorn Thomson
at the EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY of A.I.C.A., Dubrovnik, 1956.

I don't intend taking up much of your time. I shall ba H‘Lmﬂ- the
idea, which I have bean asked to put befors you all, is but & ssed. It can only
grow into a plant if AICA aa & whole discusses its possibilities and husbends
its growth.

At s recent meeting of the British Section, Bryan Eobertson, the Iiractor
of the active Whitechapel Art Gallery (which, by the way, bringas into ths populous
Iibat End of London with mind-stirring boldness 0ld Masters and the latast in
advanced art] - Bryan Boberitson, I say, and Laurence Alloway, of London's xax
algo vary active Inatitate of Contemporary Arts, put & question to their assembled
collaspues.

Thay asked:- “Why not have some sort of AICA bulletin giving &ll the membars
and associate members information directly concernad with our work ? Informstion
such aa forthooming exhibitions of ocutstanding importance for us, snd changed in
the personnsl of museums, galleriss and art organizetions on whom we might have
to mhi:jn__th?_ course of traval, nrhw]%nm we might have to comsult by lettar.”

It can indaesd awkward if important letters are addresasd to curators
ratired, tranaferred, dismissed, or even dead.

There is mush, we of the Eritish Section think, in favour of an AICA bulletin
of information. If there are sound reasons sgainst it, now may be the right time
for exsmining them. If such sound reasons against it do exist and prove superior

to the obvicus ressons in ite faveur, the idea nead go no further,
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If the opposite is the case, the poegibilitiag of ingtituting the bulletin
sight be exsmined ptraight away, sad a8 declsion resched. -

But before golog amy further, I want to maks one point clear. Our suggestion
does not balitila in any way the marits and usefulnesa of sheets and publicationsg
already issued by several national sections of AICA. The internsatiomal AICA
bulletin I have in mind would not rival these sheets and publications. It would
contain no articles, comments, sxchanges of wiswa, It would have no literary role
or claim whatever. Its style would be, almost, telegraphssa or petit ﬁy_‘;

The bulletin weuld provide in as concentratad a form as possible items of...
how shall I put it ?... strictly funotional news. .

At the meeting of the British Section I haeve slresdy spoken of, I was asked
to submit the ldea ¢ Eademe Gille-Dalafon. After an exchange of marginalia with
Paria, T have bean further ssked to take tha idea to the 8th Genera® Assembly at
Dubrovaik. How sorry I em not to be sble %o do so in persom ! I +treasurs heppy
mémories of spiling down the Delmatisn coasst in a Yugoslav ahlp, of Split and dther
fascinating places as well as of Iubrovnik... Howevar, David Cleghorn Thomson has
kindly agreed to resad my communication to you.

Bow, back to the bulletin.

issuming for the moment that the gensral concept appeals to you, two
difficuitiss have to be faced. ©Cost and distribution.

As ragards cost, two type-writlen sheats or so, multiplied by turning a handle,
should not prove very expansive, as long as sach issue is limited to 100 or at
most 200 coples. lor should postage be very ooercus if the bulletin wera sant
only to the presidemts of national sections, sach sectional president having to
choose his own way of making the informetion availsble to individusl members of

hisg sasction.
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In London, we already have two offers by aditors of art pericdiesls to print
in the columns of these periodicala tha inforsstion thus obtained.

The General Secretariat in Faris could perhaps save money by suspending or
curtailing the prepent disgtribution of catalogues, which, in =y view at leest, has
becoms unmanagesble with the great incrsase in AICA membership. In sny case, the
catalogues could be sent to national presidemts axclusively, or naticnal presidents
and secretarias. Fostage of heavy parcals to mumerous individusl members must
ba a heavy chargs on the sassociation's budget; snd, for my part, I find most of
the catsloguss not those I particularly want to receive. Most of the really
important catalopues do not come my way that way.

Finally, as regards ths contents of the proposed bulletinginforsation that i:'
about important forthcoming exhibitions, changea in the personnsl of srt institutions
and organizations, and So ong they could be collected by the cfficers of each
national section and forwsrded by them to the Ceneral Sserstarist in Paris. The
Gensral Secrstarist would assemble them, possibly do a littls sub-sditing, and
issue the sssembled information svery 3 months, or every 4 monmths.

Thank you, ladiss and gentlemen, for listaning to my voice by proxy.

La parola sssentislle sst & vous.

g



