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Mr. Prdsident, members of A.I.C.A. [ and, if she vill permit me to call

o

her so in pablic, our dear friend Odette) may I first say how conscious
Yam of the honour you have done me in s:alectin% me to say these few words 1
in memory of our late president, Paul Fierens.

To praise hdm an easy bask, and one vhich each one of you could de
as well as], for there is nmo diffieulty in kerping aliwe the memory
of a man vhom none of us could possibly forget, or in praising a man
vhose quglities and virtues each of us knew so well.

If I were to dES::;bEf‘t'rﬂSE qualities and virtues, all of us who
Rnew him would at once recognise the truth of my description. Yet if
I wag to descrilge them to a stranger vho had never met him, that Stranger
would doubt the trath of my description, for it is not p_;ﬁn that one
man unites in himself so many of the qualities that make an iceal pre-
sident, a prﬂi‘ﬁunﬂ scholar, a genial companion, & le¥ablf friend and a efm
civilised and visfhan of the workd vho set a new standard of L.E.L E-erm

Lolerevin ke o !
¢ went , W€ vho him &ndn:.-ham he in ke turn served, know that he had
all these qualities and I 4ed not repeat vhat has been sald many timegfﬁrn
Q,ﬂoquEnt-ly than I can do, in the italian Bollettino which e have all
read and in the words prorounced at his funeral by M.Bernard wvhich
you +»ill find in the Bollettino.

But it is possible that I found myself closer to him xsked than snmecf
ts} as a friend, since HBe had asked me to visit him in Brussels in order
to lecture at the university in +hich he was professor and had visited
me in londong as & friend and not as the President of A.T.C.A.

It wad on these occasions that IM fully consecious that
those qualities which in most men would have contradicted each other,

in his case inforced each other.

It is this power _t_q_j_i_;{"._ﬂnﬂifﬂ eontradictory virtues that I would
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wish you to ecrsider to day,. _.,-’/.__H
There areimi.rﬂ.n vho possessed his complete integrity 0-£ !‘Eﬂ;ﬂ!'ﬂﬁt
ﬁ'}‘& &nd his sense of justice 4n making decisions,

There are also sésy men vho ha‘ram innate kindness of heart
vhleh would never ecause distress to ary of his eolleagnes., Yet how
many men could combine that sense oF absolute Justiee vith that refusal
to wound? How often, in our meetings there have been differences of

opinion vhieh{might have developed inte & quarrel¥-dithout his pro=
foung] sense of tact and diploma !

Rt healery
Again, there are many men +ho have his krowledge ijt“t’ apd hid

scholarship. And there are other men vho have his enjoyment nndh:hilﬁ-
like enthusiasm ;rt and for life. Yet hov many “eonld mubine tmh :
without alloving enthusiasm to interfpr& with aeccura ?ﬂr scholar-
ship to take e & warmth out of erthusissm?

ﬂ-;iglin, there are many men +ho have his genial and rich sense of
umou®, his ecapacity for lmghtar.%d):thers +ho have that deep
seriousness of purpose whieh regerds laughter &s a negation of the
importance of lifes problemfs and humour as a sign of frivo 1ity. Yat
bow many men eould, like him, laugh at 1ifés absurdities and &t the
same time retain his sensggof lifes dignity?

It vas that dignity combined vith that lighthBartiness that made us
so0 proud of him on all those occasions when A.I.C.A. met and he beeame
our spolg@man in the great eities of the would,

If he had not been agﬁ personzlity and a good friend in private
1life he could rnot have been a great president in the publie life in

whieh he wvas so familiar to us,
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I vish therefore to remind you all and to assure our dear Odette
on your behalf that ve have lost more than a president.

I know how much eourage was needed for Odette to be present wvith
us to day. She may feel alone, but she iz not alone. She is surrounded
by friends, for the friends of Paul are also the friends of Odette.
Through her we shall come to know Faul even more truly than we :u:i.
And through us she may come to realise even more prefoundly than
she does, our devotlon to the man vhom she and we, in different ways,
have lost mwdx but will always remember as a friernd and as a guide in

our future conduct.



