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Your Bxecellency Mr. Abba Bban: Your Excellancy
Hr. Mordehai Nemir; President Gamgu; 2xcellancias,
Collaagues of tha A.T.C. 4., ladias and santleman:

It saens hard to balieva thet fiftean years have

e el ~ passed sives that Jume din Paris when many of us here today
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mat, Tor the rirst tima as a body wihich was-to-becoms LhRE
International Assoclation of Ari Crities. But when we
1ool: back ovar thosa fiftean yesrs we realize how much

in a subtly indirect way has grown oui of that inaugursl
sesslon - how much so many of us (2nd international
relations in the art field) have darived from it. From a
group of formerly isolated writers on art with parochiael
prejudica which tendad to close our eyas to the gualities
in tha arts of othar pagplas ard of othar pericds becauss
of our lack of familiarity with them; we have becomne a

group aager to saek and explore constantly fresh fields.
= — 'Thia transmutation isughs 4

in o art writing tne awadaning oL naw aratites, tha
encourammant of a liberal point of viaw towards an
unfanilisr sesthatic exyrsssion in the visusl arts, when
that expression hes found = responsa among those whosa
oninipn we fasl desarves reasnect: what 5t. Thomas

Aquinas in the Summya offarad =s a standard of
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quality - the judegment of the highest treined sensibility -
in his case, with reference to honey testing.
We of the A.I.C.A. hava had the privilege of
being introduced to the art of three continants, to ths
arts of three millanis. Wo have been stratificsticona
of eultura illustrated by nester works at each stage,
one sbove the other. We heve explorsd the Cld-worid of
Burppe as well as the _Eum_t_:ﬁﬂ.n naw wrTkd of art, vé*.itr:h
ig our mora Immediaste concarh. “Ye have poaped into
the lsar East and atrsyed into the junsls=s of Tucotan.
Athens, Hanhattan, Faris, Oxford, Dublin, Rio de Janairo,
Ansterdam, Basel, Zurieh, NWaples are only a few of the
cantara wa have had the privilege of viewing and comning
w0 kEpow - -intengively to be sure, rather then extansivalr.
In spite of tha fact that the A.I.0. 4. was born
in Faris in 1948, it is interasting to remember that in
Hexico it received =nd warmly zecapted its inmvitation to
larasl. And in the same sense 1if is ancouraging te note
thet in Torasl tha Oommittes of |

roted the admission of thres new ssctions, two “rom Ssuth

Anarica - Paru and Paragnay - and one TYepresenting
Australia, bringing the total number of sections to forty
two. A% the same ¢ima wa ara hapny to announce 4ha
adnission of 52 pew membhars,

I have often Been asked =zftar a Congress, or =

General Assembly: "What has vour meeting accommnlished?



What doas the A.1.C.A. contritute?n™ Tt is sinpla:

it makes Tor = batter undarstanding - and should continue

to male For a batter andearstianding amons confreras In

the world of art eriticism = a fuller undarstanding of

one another's points of wviaw. This has bhean the great

value - and the esssential value of A.1.C.A. - something

that we of A.I.C.4. must mot let oursslves lose sight

in any minor intarast, -
Last Saptemberts visit to jlexieco is 2till Ffrash

in the minds ef g1l of us who had the goed fortuna to

ba able to maka that most rewarding trip. We have never

forgotten, and will not forget the kindnesses shown us

there by our colleazue Fresidant Crespo de la Serva

and his associates and the iIntroduction for many of

us to the great Maya civilizations of Yueaton, tha

folk art of the MHexican countryside, the art of Colonial

Mexico and contemporary Mexican painting and seulpture.
Fow for the naxt ten deys, thanks to the industiry

and hodnitality of our-colleashe, Eh

Israeli Jdeaction, Dr. Haim Gamzu we are to hava the

vrivilagas of making the neoguaintance of one of tha

oldest cultuwres so intimately bound up with the roots
that of mll BEurope and tha Wast, and at the =sama time
with »mobably one of the most progressive new nations:

Israsl.

This is an epportunity we have besn lookins forward



to ovar the past thirea yasrs. I racall the esgerness

with which Dr. Gamgzu's modest anrly ennuiries, regzarding

the Assoclations interest, were mat. Wa 2ll recall

pur cabdle from MHexico lagt autumn when there was a

suggaation that, in visw of unavoidable strueiural

delays, we might not ears to carry out our projected visit.

We slso veeall the sentiments with which Do, 3

renly waleconing our Consress hare this summer was racaeivad.
Lour Bxeellenciass, lHr. Abba Eban, HMp. lordehai

Hamir wa are most sopreciative of your presanca. It

is a great privilegse and honor to ba received Ly you

in this way here in your countiy. As I have said this

Congress opening hare todey in Tel Aviv sugmests to us,

in a sense, the remarrisge of our past with tha prosast.

This from an art critic's viswpoint iz the sourca and

gssance of haalth for and in 2 work of art. Wa lonk

forward in thase naxt ten dayes to the conerate and

alogusng illﬂﬁtratlﬂn of thia EEMarrzngﬁ which we know
Bns ?#ﬁﬁ e Ta Hﬂ.ﬂ m T e

Tiftean years.

This is something we have looked forward to ever
since Fresident Gamsu Tirst hinted that you miszht receive

us. And this is sgomathins that 511 present will regall



as = nilestone in our Associationa history. Here

in your eguntry we will have the opportunity to touch
the ground that has o many links with the graat
axprassions of Western art of ths past and at thas same
time look inte the future side by side with rou - in
other words, with jyou, to anjo¥ a lesson in how to

Tive fully and hepvthfully,

Your Bxcellenciss and Prasidant Gameu let ne
thank you in advanca on bshal? of all the membars of the
A.I.C. 4. and their friends hara present for tha
hospitality and anrichment whieh the progran you have
rrepared for us promises for this visit of ours to
Israsl, so suspiciously begun today. Tour Sxcsllsncias

and Fresident Gamzu 'Je vous Temarcia'.
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