Desr Friaends,

Geczraply, eleng the path of the World itlas Laps and
of other deseriptiins, esver since Zercator's days, har lert a apace
diverszion to histeory itself, It hacs put to work = set of wremoniec
devices which maze up ea ifinerary antly read by our imagination
82 on orderly articulation, as a sequence of roome, wheose inhsbiting
substarce, well beyord the spur and flrme of the mnments now
gore, carriaes on the gpiscdes of the peet, no ostter how unwonted
= Alexzander's or Caesar's zesta for instance —, in ever oresent
reverderationa that transcend tine. Howsver, the brealkthroush
iato the Torr North and the conquest of itz febulous zeography
failed <o 3110w exactly in the steps of such a typicslly Suroncer
fremes of mind : its uses had leas to do with an ar»t cf *ha mam .
uselal for lending a space diwcension to the high windg of
adventure. "Je vous félicite, uessieurs, d"avoir aplsti 1a
terre”, Voltaire said, from a dirTersnt viaewpoint, to tha zembeors
of the Naupertuis-headed Academy exnedition, that had raesched
Larland, wey beck in 1736, That was san umdeserved orrossm, even
though the measurements on the meridian had testified to scme
flattening of the would-be sphare, toward the Pole j yet, that
had less to do with fletienins the ends of our world, 2nd more,
or course, with an incresse in mar's feeling of the world's
inprecdictisble character. In its roundness and plenitude, this
Barth of curs gseems indeed to germinste inexhsustibly new hori-
zona § and the Farr North of tha arhere is far from fastering
camories of some exotic brand of sscapism : by way of a splen-

did parsdaz, it has given riase to now surms 59 zelf ddn=gious
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ilentities, .oy oice in caw 17ba century, Lue tusk of imwing
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surenens of the -erl.izn anl inie ceblvity exieniling ovar o comzum
and & awlf bad been —arked, prorpitiasoril;, by the starting :cint
of a Hy erborszn coni onfatlion: 1'Abbé :icard, the cfiiclouc exe=
e.bive of such an entreprise, set cut in 160z, as in a piteal oil-

tTizace of sorts, toc Ghe Janlsh 1:2lanl wher: tos ruins of Tyehe
'

drabf's Uroniborg Observalory were to ba found. The vary bezine-

nings ~f this 2:1iec of seiantifie ;maecicicn, uscconilished upiar tpe
aa2gls of the 2 i Selail were thils being ses unis» tne ;overein-
spiring chimema of 4 Zar horthemm zilestime,

Thls, of cucrse, la bub an ezisodz, -zewly netagh
in ivs overscnes; for toe lonexbuuatible inv-eatory of she tmegsure
¢f Lthiz wordd, wsith iGs stars, itz sy aeciass, 14s coa:zie:l alacans
loeg owe 2 Lot indeed So tae crective end=avours oi ta2 uortid, &o
such -iants or taxinouies as .jchp Srmbd, —inna or ser.eilus, .ae
zace holds true about the urts: for wikmt, Ll 0% « rich corpus, u
7ealth cof accive dis:onloilicies, a2us Orouslc U2 Gogatier aere
in aelsinkd a4 Sals ‘ime, we urtists wnd aré cricies froZ all cyar
the world? d=2rs we ure topetner, naving convencd in tae = irit of :

deap esteen for the world's Jdiversiby, tas: s¢lld, crgosnic cuaiisy

#em lary yay: Alvar aalto, fer ipsionce, firat ant ferecost, iIf

of this nntion, to whkom we ure now paying hosage, in the very
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the zost unrestrictive and no less resromsibla sense of the word,
a8 becomes intrepld voyagers across icy sems. iellingly, 1t was
the erit of cslisinki-born A.Z.Nordenskj¥ld, cver oms cantury =agzo,
to nave =made th= breaxthrough of the Horth-ist ath shich first
opened the sae-link bDebw=2en the Arctiec nnd Gche Facifie, Such =
valiant eonfrontetion wmith the Folar threats i symbolie of a voea-
tion of undivinshed r:isvance to the field of human »2. :tionships.
Cur Congress, as we 2il know, is to hold its oost important mestin,
in = ;lace gqually iliustrious cnd cordial, in tas congenial
vastness of vae p.niandis palacs, whose design cesas very ruckh
avecative of tecat€ of un ics-breaker in cne r:cent pistory of
LUTCg@. Alvar Aalto oas anchored chis splendidly guiet, immaculaus
vessel in the auvan of u fusure which one would ilke to view as
nope=ins iring; a fucure fused, a2 fur as rinland is concsrned,
with an unfliinching coptinuity of Gho pastand an unshastered belie:
in the jower and tagic of the word. 1o voiece 16, Go Scan the e ic
runoes, bhe custoz of time ir.:ocrizl used So request (aostly in
the farthsst .Jortherm regions), chat the old tellers should touch
their bands, interlocking fingers snd swinging by turms toward
sach other, in the rhythy of the song: a vivid ontaphor of coomuni-
cation, indiscolubly, doggedly cast ir the wvould of obscurely vital
rhythems, of a whola paople's fnithrfjlneﬁs 50 ths irres==gzsible
comers of the sord.

An Iliad discoversd alive in che 12Gh century, oy a
Schliemann whoss lucky unearthings have reacied Vthe J=pth wmhers
Jce@ms are ;srpetually engsndared, - for such would be the right
wey of de=cribing Linrot's achievesent in toe collecting and adi-
ting of the malsvels, Cculd on=s toink ofsuch an aeccozplishoent
without a firz Selief in the Lowsr of unswervingly ouilding éne

world by means of a2 word, by ceans of =TE? .aen forge.ting omly
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three words of the ragie runo necessary to She building of a ship,
¥iindztinen bhad to zo down #nto She reals of the 2a2ad to nelp com-
yle2te thelr werk. &4 fine axespls of seru-ulousn=ss in the achievin
of any rursult: sucn » bard and zazus, the chief nerp of the
Aaleyala could stand for o living sysbol of our cost acbiticus wire
tues. 40 one bas forgesten anythlng essentici ner , I f:iel sure;
and I balje Shis opjortunity 6o ray 4 tribute of srasisude e our
distinguisned colleagues of the Finnish Section ol toe AICA who Ao
done btais work, above all to Iaako Linsinen und srik arausikopf.

The _rocgrucoe they bave prepared wiil snaple uo to coo:
inco touch with « variety of wanifestations lix=ly oc eniigoten ou:
understanding of this country's stan.ard of civilization and cul-
fura. scenery. We snail be coming across the s.ecific azpects of
Filonish eriginality, nct only in our natursl confrontation of
ths arts, but also in their outual int-rferencas with fraditional
creafts and workmanships, :ith design,and, in s more s;ecizl way,
with the =pace formula offered by arenitecture;: with ifs sober
freshness, 5o robust and friendly, even whan reflesetive, architse-
tue is the pursult of which, way back in 1333, Alvar Aalto was
dreazing of as of a taing free from cuter and Iorcal constreints,
apk "to taks a cost intense ;afu in the great battle of lifae™.

It is with such goals in view that we eabark on che
task ol bullding new oridzes betwsen cultures, = .ursuit we wi:n
Co further and illucinzte throughout our decates ners. ulrficultis.
insuch &z .rocess - some of thneam even sericus, perasgs - could, of
ccurse, be 2xpected. set, on2 would wish Gtuas tue _romise of nop.
0=1d in this ziracle season of toe nightless nights would bridge
in all gaps. The Zuager of the korth, sc close to us Saoase days, is
indeed a frugile glft, which zakes it all the zore veluzbls., It is

. wlth intense feelings of joy that all of uz are looking forward 5o
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the fulfilling of the noblest wishes one cculd for such a wezk of
high friendsaip. The tize bas coze: and we 2ll imow tzat, by a
fa,zy ecineldenc2y L@ word for time in Finnish scundz excetly

ilke coa sercnym O cur Sigiuc: AICA.
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rresident of toe Ingernational
Association of Art Critieg



