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NEWSLETTER .

After the defection of the Brasilion section, the 31st General
Assembly of AICA took pluce in Barecelona from september 30 to
october 4, IY79, made possible through the cfforts of president
Alexandre Cirici. The meetings were held at the Fondation Mire
where we were - warmly received by the directoer, Fruncesc Vicens.

In spite of short notice, the Generol Assembly reunited approxi=
mated one hundred people representing 22 notional sectiens. Among
them, fort the first time, were delegates from the USA and Senegol,
in addition to @ heavy Sponish and Catalan porticipation, who
spoke of the rencissance of their common secction. Apologized for
their absence : Polma Bucarelli (Italy) and Wladyslawa Jaworske
(Fologne), Giulo Curio Argen (Ituly), Goorges-Zeucaille- (France),
CGillo Lorflés (Italie), Jocques Lassaigne (France), Léopold Sédar
Scnghor (Séndégal), Guy Weelen (France), Alcxandre Xydis (Grece).

COUNCIL CF 4LiiiNISTRATION

The Council of Administratien met twice under the direction of
Alexcndre Cirici. Present were : Horry-Foul Aletrino (Pays Bas),
Morio.Barata (Section libre), Azrc Begic (Yougoslavie), René Derger
(Suisse), Antonio Bonet-Correa (Espagne), Christion Chambert (Suédc)
Ferncnde Duchateau-iieuris (Section libre), Jorge Glusberg (Argentinc!
Vlecimir Goriocinov (UiSS), Dan Houlica (Roumanie), Laurent Lamy
(Ccnada), Jacques Heuris (Belgique), René Micha (Belgigque), Raoul-~
Jean toulin (France), Hons Paclman (Pays Bas), Andréc Paradis
(Cenada), tourice FPianzola (Suisse), Vodim Polevoi (URSS), Micolai
Ponomarev (URSL), Horst .ichter ("~FA), Jean-Fierre van Tieghem
(Belgique), Hans-Christoph von Tovel (Suisse), Dore Vallier (Frence!l,
fleksander Wojeciechowski (Pologne), ’

Thr Council of Aduinistrotion was lcorned of the cctivities of the
president, the secretary general ond the trsaosurer that will be
presented during the Genercl Assembly. It designuted to the
Conviitee for sdmissions : Harry-i‘cul Aletrino (Pays Eas), Per
Crougge (Suéde), Josep Corredor- Matheos (Espagne), Maria Torrente
(1talie), Evelyn Weiss (RFA), Marie-Claude Volfin (France).

A ciscussion on proposal modification of stotutes ond rulings,

© . presented to council members within a statutory timetable.
These propositions emcnated from a cormission established spon-—
tencously in 1478 ot the Genercl Assembly of Lugano, ond include :
Azra Begic (Yougoslavie), Neville Dubow (Section libre), Giuseppe
Gatt (Italie), Ingela Lind (Sudde), Cainer Michael foson (Suisse)
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Dora Vgllier (France).

After hecring Lera Vcllier, the council determined thct no
mocifications would be accepted in its current form, and that

the council would refer back to the commission to formulaote

its whishes. The modified articles cre to be submitted to the
Council of Administration, who will then determine by c majority
ruling, whether or not to propose a vote on the matter by the
Genercl Assembly. Curing ¢ second meeting, the commission now
including Belhica odriguez (Venezuele), Vladimir Gericinov
(UkSS) and Lourent Lamy (Canada) presented the proposced revision.
Three letters were read from Goorges Coudaille (France), Pierre
Restany (France), Guy Weelen (France) and a phone calls by
Jacques Lussaigne (Fronce) éxpressing reservations on théd pro-
posed reforms, Discussion ensucd during which the firt pert of
the first article was voted on unsuccessfully. The Bouard then
determined that the current stotutes foresaw answers to the
guestions surrounding cventual modificctions facing the propo-
sed chenges. In conclusion, presicdent Cirici requested o consul-
tdtive commission to propositions for changes in the stotutes and
rulings, written in the same stotutory terms. The commission,
consisting of lerio Gorata (Section libre), René Cerger (Suisse),
Alexandre Cirici (Espuagne), Jacques tieuris (Belgique), Cuy
Weelen (Frence) Reoul-Juan Moulin (France), Jean-Pierre von
Tieghem (Belgique) will submit o report during the next meeting
cf the Board. g

GENERAL ALSEMBLY

To open the first session of the Generdl ASSEmBIy,~President
Cirici welcomed the porticipents to Catalogne. He expressed
grotitude to the cuthorities and bodies responsible for the
meeting, pcrticularly the governement of Catclogne, the munici-
pality of Barcelona, the Spanish minister of culture, the tiiro
Foundotion, und the Cotalun Association of art critics.

Since his uppointment us president of AIGA, Alexcndre Cirici
remorked thet he was a porticipant te several international
meetings, naised vice-—president of the international symposium
on mass coimunications ond culturcl models orgonised by Unesco
in Burges., He presided over the internotional Congress of
architecture critics in Buenos Aires. In addition to his inter-—
nctioncl contacts, which permitted the ro-establishement of
contaoct with our Czechoslovakion frienmds, he re-committed
himself to the spanish section. " Luring the General Lssembly
in Mcdrid " said Alexandre Cirici " the former cuthoritios
cisbonded and ¢ new bocrd eclected, presided over by Antonio-
Bonet Correa, in an attempt to esteblish democratic stotutcs
within e federal structure, FMecunwhile, the Darcelona Catalan
Association of art critics was founded, cnd joined to the
spanish section of AICA. Responsabilities were equally divided
and the vice-presicdent of tho sponish scction 1s the president
of the Cutalane Associotion.



President Cirici then congratuloted Dorothy Weclker for the
detailed programm she submitted for the I980 congrass in
Irelaonc. He spoke Glso of mexican project in I98I ond cnnoun=—
ccc officiuly the possibility of @ congress in Spain in 1982 to
toke pluce prinecipaly in #adrid, Barcelona, Grenada, Sevilla...

After onnouncing the review " Theory and criticism ® Presidcnt:
Cirici defined his " imcge scientifique du critique " : " that
it moy not profess to be u guide teo artistie ereatien, but that °
it observe its genesis. That he doens not " favor " thot which
is current, out thut he ceccord respective weight to ecch. That
he not judge from his podium, but he put everything in its

plcce without mixing notions of good ond bad. That he not dic-
tate to the public what they should think or feel, but simply
present the facts. The scientific critic whom I imcgine would be
true connaisseur of thu phenomenc of aort, who would rescarch
classify, read, interpret and even devalop the plecsure of
contemplation ; who would communicote the results of his multi-
ple research, in o woy similar to that of other scientists ".

In conclusion, iresident Cirici reod the message of the Generdl
Director of Uncsco, lir Amadou-Mchtor M'Bow " Unesco has always
recognized the importance of AICA and its role in internotional
cooperation ", declared the General Cirector, who cssurcs us
of " the totol support of Unesco " cnd encourcages us to work
together towdrds " progromms which tronslote our common goals,"

Jecques reuris, cccompaniec by Fernende Duchotecu-tieuris,

generul tredsurer ond adjunct general treasurer, presonted a
finangicl occount : " we con say thot the contributions are

necr the expected level... There are still mony who haven't
fulfilled their fincncicl obligations ; thercfore our appeal
still remuins. The influx of moéney for 1978 stresses again the
importance of Unesco's ficncial contribution... As concerns
spendings, the mojority goes towords cdministrotive costs. The
most signifient increase covers to cost of rent for our general
secretary ; the rest is pratically on the level of the stotus quo.
The projections for I979 cre favoroble. ™ The fincnecial stotement

wos cpproved unanimously by the Genercl Assembly exeepting one
vote, .

As secretory genercl, fooul-Jecn koulin peid hommiage to his
precdecessor, Guy Weelen, in whom he eveocued " a areat knowledge
he hod of our cesscciution, such thot legitimote anbition he
attributed to it, and for which he worked relentlessly ".

Raoul=-Jean iwoulin eiphasized thet during 1I978-1979, AICA main-
teined and expanded its relations with UNCICO, porticipating
espacially in numerous consultotions on the kind of progromm
anc cgivision of cultural development. Regurding the AICARC
project, directed by Sven Sandtrdm, UNESCO believer that the
contract wcs validoted and will be renewcd. Recognizing the
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lock of communicotions within AICA, Raoul-Jean Foulin sum-
merized the activities of the IS Notional sections among 46 who
answered the generacl secretary's questionnaire.

The daily activity of the secretary general hcs suffered numerous
difficulries. In addition to a rental increcse, we have had to
face o reduction of almost half of the VWildenstein endowment.
Financial difficulties were compounded by ¢ temporary displece-
ment cdue to some work releted to a transformation plenned by

our guest Foundotion. Mecnwhile, we had to change abruptly

our secretary. Following Sophie layoux - who wanted to devote
herself to her our work - @are Palminc d'Ascoli who quickly

was able to manage the work of the AICA. In closing, Rooul-Jean
Moulin cnnounced the preporatory works " mise & jour de no*re
annuaire ". Since 1976, the AICA budget has suffered from cosis
of ™ révision et réimpression " which are a fool for work and
communication. However, with UNZSCO's help, we envision
publishing g new " annucire ", conceived os on instrument of
infermation and documentation, The secretary general's " rappcrt ¢
was approved unanimously.

Silence waos held in deference to the descased members of AICA :
Muurice Allemand (France), Francis Bouvet (France), Héléne R
Demoriane (France), Georges Isarlo (France), Jean Galotti (Franze!.
Egsile Poleoclogue (Roumaonie), ianuel Gasser (Suisse), Pierrc-—

Henri Lieirdon (Suisse), Carola Giedon-Welker (Suisse), Jos de
Cruyter (i‘ays-Bas), Fanny kelk (Pays Bas), Arthur van Scendel

" (Pays Bas).

The floor was then given to Lorothy WLalker to present the out-
line and theme of the next Congress in 1980 in Irelend, ct
Trinity college, the oldest Irish university. It will take ploce
from August 27 to September G, I950 in Dublin, and will incluge
several excursions, visits to sites, nmuseums ond collections.
The théme opprouved by the General Assembly is s follows ¢

" Internationcl Influence on Art Communities ™. .

During th¢ second session, the General Assembly heard Andrée
Paradis' report the commission for finonciol control. The “N
verificotion of accounts was agreed. Harry-Paul Al.trins. v
reporting as the sormission of admissions, communicaoted the
list of members adnitted to the secretariot after studving
their portfolios. RFA : Thomas Gaehtgens, Wolfgong ilainer,

Wolf Schin, Walter Vitt, Peter Winter ; Australia : Ion ¥Walter
Hocking ; Spain : Jose Ayllon-Torrente, Antonioc Donet—Corrca.
Juecn iwanuel Bonet, Maria RLuisa Borras, ihcrcoedes Lozo Franco.
Daniel Girolt-iiiracle, Francesc sircles, Venancio Sanchez iicrir,
Francesc Vicens Giralt : France : Robert Aribout, Jacques
Brutaru, Philippe Compte ; Italia : Vito #fpuleo, Fronco Miele,
Silvang Sinisi ; Yougoslavie : Celic Stajon, Pologne : Stefan
T. morcwski, Stanilaw ifodzinski,; Suede : Ingamaj Beck, Solwelg
lansfeld-Hokauson, Lune Nordgren, Margareta Romdahl, FMariannc
5trédm, Goran Sddestrdm, Arne Tornquist,
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Hestly, Fresident Cirici invited the General Assembly to
present its nominations for the election of ¢ vice president.

The third session of the Generol Assembly begon with the
clection of the vice-president. The " scrutin " occured by
noi-inal appeal. The operctions ofcounting the votes took

ploce under the presidence of Hans-Christoph von Tavel cssisted
by Theodora logan and ..arie-Claude Volfin. Elected to the
vice-presidence : Lorothy Walker (Irlande) 24 votes, Dan
Ha.lica (i<oumanie) 24 votes, Gillo Dorfles (Italy) 16 votes.
Voters : 57, Expressed : 57

A second votin wuddressed the renewal of the Board. Ten odmi-—
nistrotors were elected or re-elected : Parre Restany (France)
34 votes, friorio Barata (Section Libre) 33 votes, Richard
Stonisluwsky (Pologne) 32 votes, Maurice Pienzola (Suisse)

31 wvotes, René imicha (Belgique) 29 votes, Josep Corredor—
Motheos, (Espagne) 24 votes, Jappé (RFA) 22 votes, Vladimir -
Goricinov (URSS) 22 votes, Jean Clair (Fronce) 2I votes,
Giuseppe Gatt (Italie) 21 votes.

Then various information on the activity and nationol section
projects were to be communicated by their representatives, in
the Géneral sssembly, cuncerning notably Belgium, USA, RDA,
Switzerland, the US5LE, Vene zZuela, Yugoslavia.

The fourth und final session of the general assembly was
devoted entirely to problems roised in the first two issues

of " Theory ond Criticism " included in the discussion were
the following countries : Belgium, Conada, Spain, France,
Irland, Nederland, Pologne, RFA, Roumanie, Suede. Among
corrections to be made according to Glusberg (Argentinel
promoter ond directar of the publication, eliminating the use
of the mention of ® official organ of AICA ", brin. ing forth
certain themes, and including the Gencral Assembly's consulta~
tion or the Board's. Other questions conce ned the finoncing
o1 the review. Jorge Glusberg was to explain and justify his

" <émarche " before resigning as dircctor. In conclusion,
President Cirici called on the ensemble of the national scctions
to toke action on these initiatives.

HOM MAGE TO JOAN MIRO

Tuesday, October 2, the 31 st General Assembly of AICA was
honored to be invited to the University of Baercelona to attend
a reception by Mimo to the title of doctor Honoris Cousa., FPre—
sicent Cirici spoke on the reception, which wos particulerly
moving as it recognized the irreplacable presence of art

today in the trodition and culture of Catalogne. In the nome
of AICA, our General Assembly gave a fraternel ovation to

Jocn Miro when he welcomed us to his foundatien.
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PRESEIZCE OF CATALAN ART

An exceptionnol program was planned by Fresident Cirici to
permit us to discover or rediscovep past and present expressi-. ..
of cataelan art. be served as our enlightened guide for the
frescoes anc sculpture of the Museum of Cataolon Art. It was

he who lead us through Barcelona seerching for ardhitecture
imagined by Gaudi. Francesc Vicens showed us the collections anc
installaotions of the Miro Foundotion of which the remorkable
architecture was conceived by José Sert. Several galleries had
organised receptions similar to their expositions

The day after the 31st general assembly which closed with a
dinner offered by the municipality of Barcelona, its remcins
to thank warmly, through FPresident Cirici, the responsible
officials and all others who made it pessible, porticularly

Foria-Jose Corominas and Rosa Gueralt of the Cotolan Associa-
tion of Art crities,

ANKERL

Among 46 national sections, I9 responded to our questionngire
recurding their activities. The I9 sections held mectings in
Assembly. Through many «fforts, soverel sections permitted

AICA mode their presence know through mass media. Radio and
television coumunications exists in USA. Several cxpositions
were cxhibited in AICA compctition. The French section is
discussing with the ministary of culturc ideos for now artistics
conditions. Among the number of Unions efforts, indicating in
France a new borometre of prices for press on publication. Unitcd
stotes is cloming its copy rights crrangements. Finland is
demanding improved working conditions for frec lence critics.
Folond hus announcoed two conferences, -one at Varsovie on

the problems of contemporary polish art collections and the
other on polish painting from 1945,

ATTENTICN NEw HORARY OF AICA

Monday : I4h - IBh
Tuescay : ICh - I8h
Wenesday : ICh - I8h
Thurday : IOh - I2h



