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ABSTRACT : This paper offers an analysis of several art projects on the net and artworks
by women artists which rely on new technologies (VR, CD-Rom, Computer-operated
systems or the Internet). It is proposed that these recent artworks have forced a shift in
expectation in viewing and reception when compared with conventional 'art's viewing
habits of ‘distance’ and contemplation. Interconnectivity and a new approach to
understanding human perception are two models often proposed. This acknowledged shift
in perception has been exploited by some artists as a valuable mechanism for questioning
ideologies and conventional patterns of thought - for others, it is simply a new formalistic
strategy, a new media which allows the continuation of the avantgarde project of
experimentation. How do we recognise and analyse the difference in these approaches ?
And is there a gendered approach to these differences on the part of the artists or is it
merely in the habits of the viewer ?
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